ARE YOU ONE OF THOSE WHO SCOFF AT
N BLACK CATS AND BROKEN MIRRORS?

- VERY BRAVE OF YOU, FRIEND! NOW m
SEE THE FATE OF A BAND OF EQUALLY
BRAVE SOULS—WHO CAME TO WISH
THEY'D HAD A LITTLE LESS COURAGE!
HEE HEE!

WRITTEN BY ARNOLD DRAWE
ART BY ~OHN CELARDO

IT IS FRIDAY THE 13T AS A STRANGE —THAT IF THERE IS ANY WAY FOR
CELEBRATION IS UNDERWAY! THE DEAD TO COMMLINICATE WITH
: US, MARDINI WILL DO IT TONIGHT!

I DON'T LIKE [T/ LTOLD MARDIN! e —
B HOW I FELT ABOLIT THIS PART OF
M THE CEREMONY EVERY YEAR! | .
S T: 7 irc oiFree (RSP AR = sox HE |
LA RS =T THis YEAR, | LEFT US AND
’ il WLIRRAY! NOW, READ HIG LAGT

MARDINI HIM:- M TesTAMENT!

SELF 1S DEAD! - -
AND WE KNOW- |

DAY OKAY!
GET ITOVER

*—AND WHEN YOU FINISH READING
THIS, AT THE LAST STROKE OF MID-
NIGHT, IF THERE IS ANY WAY TO DO IT—
I SHALL RETURN! I sWEAR T!"

L-LOOK! —THEEE'E A FACE |
SMOKE TAKING FORM IN
RISING IN | THE SMOKE! IT—
THE AIR/ IT'S MARH:HH
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“TRUE, MARDIN! IS DEAD! BUT HE | BuT MORE THAN ALL THEREST, ||
WAS AN OLD FRIEND TO ALL! THEN= | MURRAY AMES, WITH HIS POET'S |
WHY DO THEIR HEARTS RACET r} IMAGINATION, TREMBLES ! i_,l
: e o ve o 1
YES, DEAR COLLEAGLES- A =S\ — NO!YourRe "l!

. By i
ﬂ6A|N5T‘SUPEEET|TJGﬂ, ¥ i A - " "-}t|| gf:gl:‘é?ﬂuE .,il

I HAVE RETURNED!/ ';._.. 1S x '_ P | BACk! yoU ik
: - canT! |

Y 4

THEN, ASeMOUNTING TENSION BECOMES UNBEARABLE, ,, |

i DR. ARDLEY!

MY CHEST! PAIN! I ! QUICKLY!
ARRRRRGH ! (4 v ' HELP HIM/

T T s i
fAS DR. ARDLEY DR. ARDLEY! MI8S KINCAID! l§ I WOLLDN'T MISS AN ANTI-|2
STRAINS FOR | ITiS FRIDAY THE |2TH AND [| MEETING FOR THE WORLD,
| A REASSUR. i 4 YOU ARE RIGHT ON TIME— M.EEDI 11 AN OAGIS OF SANITY
. ING HEART- (| TEN MINUTES TO MIPNIBHT! JI IN A WORLD OF SUPER-
| alﬁ.r‘r ALL ¥ ap I_.':‘,‘-_ e I1.. -|| . : S'Ti g ! - T e H
THREE s DRCE: (Y || | I i
L THINK
BACK TO

Y LABT \
(MEETING L~




.ONCE AGAIN WE MEET TO CHAL-
LENGE LINTHINKING FEAR! A
PROFESSIONAL MAGICIAN, A
BUSINESSMAN, A MEDICAL DOC:

TOR AND A REFDETEE-' THE ANTI /3! 1

SORRY I'M LATE! HEAVY TRAFFIC

ACRDSS TOWN! LISTEN, MARDINI— B8

i TELL ME
MR AMES/
LET ME
GUESS '
YOL WANT

§ TODROP
THE
SEANCE! §
AS EVERY &l

MARDINI —IT'G NOT AS IF E'EE
PLT THE TRYING TO DES

prorosITiIoN | COMMUNICATION wrm

BEFORE THE THE, DEAD! '
OTHERS.,,

I'M AFRAID OUR FRIEND, EXp,
THE POET, IS LATE=AS H o
USUAL ! PERHAPS THE
GOBLINS GOT HiM THIS
TIME! e :

AMH
HER

TRUE! I CAN'TSEE IT AS PART OF
OLUR ANTI-SUPERSTITION RITUAL!
BELIEF IN COMMUNICATION WITH
THE DEAD ISN'T THE SAME THING®
AS BLACK CATS AND—

WE'RE ONLY ASKING FOR PROOF! AND

IE IT EXISTS, WE'D BE THE FIEST TO_ 8
ACKNOWLEDGE IT! IF NOT— _ >
WE BRAND IT FAKERY! fayge = W




sopogegere = B

B AS A MAGICIAN I ((AS USUAL YOU WILL DON MASKSTO |

AMD DESIGNER | HELP STIMULATE A PROPERLY FEAR-

' OF MAGIC o FUL ATMOSPHERE! AND, AS USUAL—
EFFECTS, I'VE :

SPENT MY LIFE

—I WILL NOT—SINCE |

MY FACE IS QUITE

FEARFUL As 15! HA{
.

BUT I'D GIVE

ANYTHING
FOR A TRUE
SPIRITUAL B
EXPERIENCE! |5

[ JoIN HANDS AND THE
(| ANTI-13 CEREMONY
| SHALL BEGIN!/

SMASH THE MIRROR
WITHOUT FEAR

NAMELESS FEAR HAS

NO HOME HERE! J

| UNDER THE LADDER

|  WE wiLL 6O

| DEFYING THE DEMONS
| TO BRING LS LOW!

$PILL THE SALT HA- HA- HA-  HA-HA! )
LPON THE EARTH

| GREET THE DEVIL'S -

WRATH WITH MIRTH/




e e

s

"
s

a TAKE A BLACK CAT FOR A FRIEND P&
' LET THIS BE—SLUPERSTITION'S END!
2 —~—

NOW, FOR THE
FINAL ACT, WE
WILL ATTEMPT
TO MAKE
CONTACT WITH
THE DEAD!

' ASKING YOU ALL AGAIN—LET'S
Il NOT FOOL WITH THIS ! IT!'& NOT THE
ll SAME A5 IGNORANT SUPERSTITION/

THIS |5 OF PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE
TO MEY MY LIFE IS ALMOST SPUN OuT/!
BEFORE ITIS—I WANT TOKNOW/!

g
-

o A

0.

- v P
T TILA

| COMMUNICATION BEYOND THE

GRAVE IS A MARVELOUS THING, IF
IT EXISTS, MURRAY! AND IF IT DOES
=LET'S PROVE IT AND MAKE OTHERS
RECOGNIZE IT/

I CALLED MERCY
HOSPITAL TONIGHT!
A MAN NAMED
HARVEY WEDLIN
DIED THERE TWO
HOURS AGD! WE
WILL TRY TO CON-
TACT ONE WHO IS
RECENTLY GONE/

HARVEY WEDLIN/
HEAR US/




Bl SOUL IN FLIGHT, -
HEAR ME/

N IE MY WORDS
I REACH vYou, B
GIVE Us
N SOME SIGN!

WE MUST TRY TOGETHER / REPEAT B (GvE 7 P, MARDINI! IT'S NOT GOING 'j
AFTER ME—"HARVEY WEDLIN, _Jii TO WORK! AND YOU KNOW IT/
GIVE US A SIGN'" i ! QY

" 1m AFRAD B
YOU'RE RIGHT! [§
BUT WE'LL TRY I8
AGAIN NEXT ¥
—ee YEAR! J§

'Y HARVEY wsm..w
§ GIVEUS A SIGN!

_I.I

[ THAT'S A PACK OF CLAPTRAP!
B VOU'VE SPENT YOUR LIFE EX- |
POSING ERALDULENT MEDIUMS/

- \ o unnn*? 'M Nn*r
NOT QUITE, N N READING YOU/ ARE |
My EHlTﬁlLE i ¥ YOU SKEPTICAL=
FRIEND' WE ' , OR FmaHTEHED? o
ARE LEAVING ; e —— :
A DOCROPEN=M  [Eges A | { BREAKIT K
R g4l ' 4 LR, YOU TWO/
| LET'S GET
BOMETHING




—I'M SORRY I HAVE TO BE
THE ONE TQ CARRY THE
NEWS, PAT! MARDINI
DJED LAST NIGHT!

PLACE GIVES | WON'T BE MUCH
ME THE FUN THIS TIME/
WIL.LIE‘E.' 5 1

I HOPE IT WILLBE! MARDINI wcuu:z
EXPECT US TO ATTACK SUPERSTITION
WITH THE SAME VERVE AS BEFORE!

—1 HAD THIS ‘FEELING AT THE LAST
MEETING —THE WAY HE WAS TALKING
—ALMOST AS IF HE KNEW HE WOULD
DIESCON/!

I DID TOO! |
| INCIDENTALLY,
 HE AGKED—
B8 JUST BEFORE
| THE END-THAT
WE MEET AS
USUAL AT HIS
HOLSE ON
FRIDAY
THE /374!

: HISWILL ASKS US TO PERFORM THE
| ENTIRE CEREMONY HERE, EXCEPT

FOR THE SEANCE! THEMN WE'RETD

il GO TO HIS GRAVE AND OPEM THIS
§ BOX THERE, READING THE CONTENTS

DKMI’.’ OI-CAY!
LETS GET IT
CVER WITH!

UNDER THE-LADDER WE WILL 60
DEFYING THE DEMONS TO BRING US LOW!




NOW IT 1S A MOMENT LATER AT THE MARBINI'S GREATEST SLCCESS—THE |8
GRAVESIDE, WHERE DR. ARDLEY HAS THING HE WORKED FOE EYEN BEYOND P
FINISHED EXAMINING MURRAY AMES! LIFE—AND NOW THIS TRAGEDY!

HE-HE'S DEAD! | ' HOLD IT! MARDINI IS STILL
HEART ARREST! 1 THERE! AND—LISTEN—/
SHOCK, I SUPPOSE! | g |

[ MY FRIENDS,
I HOPE
you wiLL
- FORGIVE ME~

—THIS LITTLE e _ —A TAPE RECORDER AND SLIDE
JOKE! ITI16 P & PROJECTOR CONCEALED WITHIN

ANOTHER OF & — MY MEMORIAL STATLE TO CREATE
: THIS ILLUSION!

MY MAGIC % ,

EFFECTS! Ity PR M-MARDINI'S
OPENING THE S8 ¢ | = LAST MAGIC
BLACK BOX :

ACTIVATED
AN ULTRA-
SOMNIC DEVICE!
THAT “SILENT
. SOuUND™
CALUSED—

BUT IT WAS NOT JUST A AND SO, TO YOU,
JOKE, MURRAY?! I HOPE MURRAY—AND
THAT THE MOMENT OF ALL MY FRIENDS
SLIRPRISE IT GAVE YOU —GOODBYE!
WILL MAKE YOU:A LITTLE BUT PERHAPS
LESS SURE THAT SPIRIT NOT—FOREVER/
COMMUNICATION IS BUNK!

AND, FOR
MLURRAY,
FOREVER I5—




